ADVERTISEMENT 


A; COLD HARD CASH, 


MGM 


NATIONAL HARBOR HARBOR® 


THE EASY WAY. 


JANUARY 6 - MARCH 1 


$5 - $10,000 


GUARANTEED WEEKLY CASH & 
FREEPLAY PRIZE GIVEAWAYS 


MARCH 2 


$100,000 


GRAND PRIZE CASH 
FINALE 


/ 


VISIT MGMNATIONALHARBOR.COM/PROMO TO LEARN MORE. 


DAILY PLAY 
DAILY WINS ~ 


Visit mgmnationalharbor.com/promo for complete rules. Person must be 21 and cannot be on the Maryland Exclusion List. Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. Please play responsibly. For help visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. 


THE £ 


| baltimoresun.com) | baltimoresun.com )) 


"Entangled Orbits," an exhibit of sculptures by Tomas Saraceno, an Argentine artist based in Berlin, is on display at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art. Like other museums across the country, the BMA is dealing with declining attendance. 
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Steadily thinning crowds a problem both locally and nationally 
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By Mary CAROLE MCCAULEY | The Baltimore Sun 


First of three parts 


hen former Walters Art Museum 
director Gary Vikan remembers the 
late 1990s, he gets a little wistful. 

It was atime when as many as 600,000 people 
crowded through the doors of the city’s two 
largest art museums each year. Local celebrities 
would hit him up for tickets. Airline employees 
checking him in for his flight recognized his 


name. 


“Sometimes on Sundays, the galleries would 
get so full you could barely move,’ Vikan said. “It 


was fun while it lasted” 
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Officials work to offset 


photos of cold schools, 
ousted patient 


By JEAN MARBELLA 
The Baltimore Sun 

AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN Kids in parkas, hoods up and huddled 
together in an unheated school classroom. A 
woman in a hospital gown, ousted from an 
emergency room and left at a bus stop on a 
freezing night. 

Winter has not been kind to Baltimore, or 
its already battered image. 

The photos and videos sped through 
social media sites on their way to national 
news broadcasts. The city, long accustomed 
to making the news for crime and drugs, 
now appeared more broadly dysfunctional, 
unable to handle even the seemingly basic 
tasks of repairing broken school boilers or 
sheltering a vulnerable woman. 

The multiple failures are piling up at a 
time when Baltimore is particularly desper- 
ate to present a positive face to the world. Its 
tourism board has launched the #MyBmore 
campaign to encourage residents to post 
personal, positive content online to counter- 
balance the bleaker images more typically 
associated with their city. And of course, 
Baltimore is competing against more than 
200 other cities and regions to grab the 
biggest economic development plum in 
See IMAGE, page 20 


Twenty years later, the scene in Baltimore and 


galleries. Zero.” 


See MUSEUMS, page 10 


nationwide is very different. 

“You go into museums that have recently 
expanded, museums with these enormous 
spaces,” he said. “And you see nobody in the 


Annual attendance at the Baltimore Museum 
of Art has fallen 12.7 percent in the last 15 years. 
At the Walters, it’s down 18.6 percent. Across the 
country, the National Endowment for the Arts 
reports, attendance at art museums dropped 16.8 
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Prosecutors have dealt 


with high-profile cases 


Gun task force lawyers have gone after Enron, tobacco 


By TIM PRUDENTE 
The Baltimore Sun 


In his still relatively brief career as a 
lawyer, Leo Wise has taken part in some of 
the most important legal work of the last 
15 years: The Justice Department case 
against Big Tobacco, the prosecution of 
Enron, the creation of an office to root out 
misconduct in Congress. 

Now the assistant U.S. attorney is 
focusing on wrongdoing in official Mary- 
land. His public corruption unit, based in 
Baltimore, has led the federal prosecution 


of a smuggling ring at the state-run 
Eastern Correctional Institution on the 
Eastern Shore, state Sen. Nathaniel Oaks 
and, in a case scheduled to go to trial this 
month, the Baltimore Police Department’s 
corrupt Gun Trace Task Force. 

Wise, 40, keeps a photo in his office of 
Robert Mueller presenting him with an 
award. Colleagues say it’s a fitting keep- 
sake for a lawyer who has been compared 
to the former FBI director for his 
calculating, slow-burn investigations. 

Wise and co-counsel Derek Hines, 31 — 
See PROSECUTORS, page 17 


SUMMARY OF THE NEWS 


MARYLAND 


MANNING FILES: Chelsea Manning, the 
transgender Maryland woman convicted of 
sharing military documents with Wikileaks, is 
a candidate for the U.S. Senate. NEWS PG 2 
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NATION & WORLD 


FALSE ALARM: An alert that warned of a 
ballistic missile heading for Hawaii and sent 
residents into a panic was a mistake, state 
emergency officials said. NEWS PG14 
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